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Major objectives for the 20th 
anniversary of the IYF 

• Review challenges faced by 
families

• Recommend solutions• Recommend solutions

• Support families in their functions

• Share good practices on family 
policies



Proposed themes for the 20th 
anniversary of the IYF

• Confronting family poverty and 
social exclusion

• Ensuring work-family balance• Ensuring work-family balance

• Advancing social integration and 
intergenerational solidarity within 
families and communities



Our statement for CSocD 

• A new concept of social exclusion?
• Social and emotional exclusion in later life
• The progressive feminization of poverty
• The indebted
• Children as the weakest victims



Elderly exclusion

A recent British study shows 
that one in five pensioners in 
the UK lives below the official 
poverty line and bearing in poverty line and bearing in 
mind the narrow and arbitrary 
nature of this measurement, 
there are many more older 
people whose quality of life is 
far too low, with a bitter 
experience of loneliness and 
exclusion.



Children’s well-being

A recent British study 
paints a complex picture of 
the relationship between 
well-being, materialism and well-being, materialism and 
inequality across Spain, 
Sweden and the UK. 
Children want time with 
their parents, good 
relationships with their 
friends and lots of 
stimulating things to do.



Some topics · Flexibility

A recent French study 
shows that the OECD 
countries with the most 
working women have working women have 
higher fertility rates, which 
can be seen as a sign that 
working women are better 
able to balance work and 
family, probably because 
their job gives them more 
economic capacity.



Indebted

Research has found 
that youth 
unemployment leaves a 
‘wage scar’ that can 
persist into middle age. 
The longer the period 
persist into middle age. 
The longer the period 
of unemployment, the 
bigger the effect. And 
the scarring effects are 
not necessarily 
restricted to the people 
who are actually 
unemployed.



Family stability

A recent British study that 
approaches the topic of the 
effects of couple relationship 
breakdown on the basis of a breakdown on the basis of a 
“dispassionate, thoughtful, 
critical assessment of the 
evidence” shows the urgent 
need to increase the policy 
recognition of promoting 
family functioning and 
stability. 



Divorce effects

A recent Swedish study 
shows that parental divorce 
has the potential to create a 
major turmoil in children’s major turmoil in children’s 
lives, even more when is 
treated as a process of 
unpartnering which has 
possibly started years 
before the actual divorce 
becomes legal.



Divorce prevention

A recent American study 
shows that 40% of couples 
already deeply into the 
divorce process are
interested in the possibility interested in the possibility 
of reconciliation, that a 
modest reduction in 
divorce would benefit more 
than 400,000 children 
each year and that it would 
produce significant savings 
for taxpayers.



Family solidarity

A recent Spanish study 
shows that, in spite of all 
the social changes that have 
taken place in the past taken place in the past 
decades favoring 
individualization, 
intergenerational solidarity 
within the family has 
remained untouched and 
has even grown in these 
times of recession.



Conclusions and proposals (1)

• Organization of social awareness campaigns 
about new kinds of social exclusion

• Targeting and dissemination of good practices to 
promote the involvement of older people in their 
families and in community activities



Conclusions and proposals (2)

• Provision of financial help and special credits 
to women living in poverty

• Promotion of credit and microcredit 
programmes to help young entrepreneurs to 
start their own businesses



Conclusions and proposals (3)

• Support social recognition of family stability and 
prevent breakups through parenting courses

We run more than 1,100 courses and other events 
every year in 60 countries for over 50,000 
people.
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