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DOHA BRIEFING AT UN FOCUSES ON FAMILIES TO SUPPORT THE
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE SDGS

QF Member Presents on Sidelines of 56th Session of the Commission on Social Development

Doha, Qatar, January 29, 2018 - The Doha International Family Institute (DIFl), a member of Qatar
Foundation, in cooperation with the Permanent Mission of the State of Qatar to the United Nations (UN),
held its Doha Briefing at the UN Headquarters in New York on Monday, January 29.

The briefing, titled ‘Focusing on Families to Support the Implementation of the SDGs’, was attended by
diplomats, UN officials, and NGO representatives participating in the 56th session of the Commission on
Social Development, which is taking place from January 29 to February 7.

The objectives of the briefing were to present the findings of DIFI’s International Expert Group Meeting
(EGM) held in Doha in November 2017 on ‘Integrating a Family Perspective during the localization of SDGs
in the Arab World: Challenges and Aspirations’, in collaboration with the United Nations Population Fund.
It also explored the relevance of the EGM’s findings and recommendations to NGOs working at the
regional and international level. Additionally, the EGM aimed to highlight the value of investing in family
policies that focus on youth and why this is important in the Arab world.

The briefing opened with introductory remarks from H.E. Sheikha Alya Ahmed bin Saif Al Thani,
Permanent Representative of the State of Qatar to the United Nations, and Ms. Noor Al Malki Al
Jehani, Executive Director of DIFIl. Presentations followed from Ms. Renata Kaczmarska, Focal
Point on the Family, United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs, on ‘UN
Perspective on the Family Policy and the SDGs’; Dr. Anis Ben Brik, Family Policy Director, DIFI, on
‘Integrating a Family Perspective in the Localization of the SDGs’; and Dr. Nader Kabbani, Director
of Research at the Brookings Doha Center, on ‘Arab Youth Within the Context of Family Policies’.

DIFl is a global policy and advocacy Institute working to advance knowledge on Arab families, through
research, and promote evidence-based polices at the national, regional, and international levels. The

Institute has special consultative status with United Nations Economic and Social Council.

END
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Doha International Family Institute (DIFI)

The Doha International Family Institute (DIFI), a member of Qatar Foundation for Education, Science and
Community Development (QF), was established in 2006. The Institute works to strengthen the family
through the development and dissemination of high quality research on Arab families, encouraging
knowledge exchange on issues relevant to the family and making the family a priority to policy makers
through advocacy and outreach at the national, regional and international levels. Among the Institute’s
most important initiatives are the Annual Conference on the Family; and the OSRA Research Grant in
collaboration with the Qatar National Research Fund, an annual research grant which encourages
research related to the Arab family and family policy. The Institute has special consultative status with
United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC).

For more information on Doha International Family Institute, please visit www. Difi.org.qa
Qatar Foundation — Unlocking Human Potential

Qatar Foundation for Education, Science and Community Development (QF) is a non-profit organization
that supports Qatar on its journey to becoming a diversified and sustainable economy. QF strives to serve
the people of Qatar and beyond by providing specialized programs across its innovation-focused
ecosystem of education, science and research, and community development.

QF was founded in 1995 by His Highness Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani, the Father Emir, and Her
Highness Sheikha Moza bint Nasser, who shared the vision to provide Qatar with quality education. Today,
QF’s world-class education system offers lifelong learning opportunities to community members as young
as six months through to doctoral level, enabling graduates to thrive in a global environment and
contribute to the nation’s development.

QF is also creating a multidisciplinary innovation hub in Qatar, where homegrown researchers are working
to address local and global challenges. By promoting a culture of lifelong learning and fostering social
engagement through programs that embody Qatari culture, QF is committed to empowering the local
community and contributing to a better world for all.

For a complete list of QF’s initiatives and projects, visit http://www.gf.org.qa




