
   
 

PARENTING STYLES AFFECT CHILD’S ACADEMIC PROGRESS, SAYS DIFI 
RESEARCH 

DIFI research highlights role of family in education atMorocco conference 

Doha, Qatar, December 12, 2019: Doha International Family Institute has highlighted the 
effects different parenting styles have on the academic achievements of children at the Third 
International Conference on Family, Schooling and Education in the Arab World: Horizons 
within the MDG 2030 Agenda. 

The conference was organized by the University of Abu Shoaib Doukkali in Morocco, and aimed 
to provide an in-depth look into the role a family plays in the education of their child. 

Doha International Family Institute (DIFI) – a member of Qatar Foundation – was represented 
by Dr. Azza Abdelmoneium, Director of Research. “The family face many challenges in 
education due to globalization and social media, which influences the education of our 
children,” said Dr. Abdelmoneium said.  

“The findings of our research highlight that the family has an important role to play in 
education – attributed to parenting styles – that leave an impact on the child’s academic 
achievements. The family is responsible for the child’s education, and must ensure the best 
education for their children.”  

The symposium discussed several themes such as evaluating and developing national policies 
and strategies related to the family and education, and developing them in the light of the 2030 
development goals.  

Other topics included highlighting the experiences of Arab countries in the field of family and 
education promotion; Arab and international agreements on the family and education, and 
their compatibility with the 2030 development goals; and education and the media in 
strengthening the roles played by the family in relation to education. 

Dr. Sharifa Noaman Al Emadi, Executive Director of DIFI, in the opening remarks of the 
conference, said: “We’re delighted to be part of this forum. At DIFI, we believe that sustainable 
development begins with family. It is our top priority, and we consider it the corner stone of 
education, health, and equality. It is an integral unit of the society, and is essential in the 
development of strategies and policies on a national and regional level.”  
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About Doha International Family Institute (DIFI)  

The Doha International Family Institute (DIFI), a member of Qatar Foundation for Education, 
Science and Community Development (QF), was established in 2006. The Institute works to 
strengthen the family through the development and dissemination of high-quality research on 
Arab families, encouraging knowledge exchange on issues relevant to the family and making 
the family a priority to policy-makers through advocacy and outreach at the national, regional 
and international levels. Among the Institute’s most important initiatives is the Annual 
Conference on the Family; and the OSRA Research Grant in collaboration with the Qatar 
National Research Fund, an annual research grant which encourages research related to the 
Arab family and family policy. The Institute has special consultative status with United Nations 
Economic and Social Council.  

Qatar Foundation – Unlocking Human Potential 

Qatar Foundation for Education, Science and Community Development (QF) is a non-profit 
organization that supports Qatar on its journey to becoming a diversified and sustainable 
economy. QF strives to serve the people of Qatar and beyond by providing specialized 
programs across its innovation-focused ecosystem of education, research and development, 
and community development. 

QF was founded in 1995 by His Highness Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani, the Father Amir, 
and Her Highness Sheikha Moza bint Nasser, who shared the vision to provide Qatar with 
quality education. Today, QF’s world-class education system offers lifelong learning 
opportunities to community members as young as six months through to doctoral level, 
enabling graduates to thrive in a global environment and contribute to the nation’s 
development. 

QF is also creating a multidisciplinary innovation hub in Qatar, where homegrown researchers 
are working to address local and global challenges. By promoting a culture of lifelong learning 
and fostering social engagement through programs that embody Qatari culture, QF is 
committed to empowering the local community and contributing to a better world for all. 

For a complete list of QF’s initiatives and projects, please visit: www.qf.org.qa  

For any media inquiries, please contact: pressoffice@qf.org.qa 
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