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DIFI FUNDS AND INITIATES COMPREHENSIVE BOOK ON ARAB FAMILY
STUDIES

Publication launched by QF member aims to address global knowledge gap

Doha, Qatar, September 2, 2018: Doha International Family Institute (DIFI) - a member of Qatar
Foundation (QF) — has launched a book on Arab family studies containing the contributions of 28
eminent scholars, with the aim of addressing the gap in global knowledge on the Arab family.

The book, titled ‘Arab Family Studies, Critical Review’ — which is edited by Dr. Suad Joseph,
Distinguished Research Professor of Anthropology and Gender, and Women's Studies, at the
University of California, and published by Syracuse University - was initiated and funded by DIFI
in 2013.

The publication provides a comprehensive literature review that discusses the major theories,
methods, and case studies of Arab families over the past century, while offering a country-by-
country critical assessment of available scholarship on Arab families.

Commenting on DIFI’s role in producing the book, Noor Al Malki Al Jehani, Executive Director,
DIFI, said: “The publication of this book is a testament to the commitment of DIFI to encouraging
research on Arab families.

“By initiating and funding this book, DIFI has successfully made a significant contribution to the
study of Arab families. This title will be invaluable for researchers and students of Arab families.”

Of the book’s 24 chapters, 17 review literature that is classified according to Arab regions and
countries, while the remaining seven focus on the main topics related to families in all Arab
countries. They also provide insight into issues such as feminism, migration, Islamic law,
education, media, demography, and war, in the context of the Arab family.

The book addresses the importance of clarifying the concept of ‘the family’ and the difficulties
surrounding this definition, as well as the challenging aspect of developing unifying concepts that
collectively address the dynamics within and among diverse types of Arab families.

It thoroughly researches existing scholarship on families throughout the Arab region, and
attempts to lay a foundation for future studies on Arab families and inform the decisions of
policy-makers and planners. The book also aims to facilitate additional scholarly research on Arab
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families, and encourage government and non-governmental decision-makers to invest resources
in such socially-relevant topics.

Despite the centrality of the family in Arab societies, research on the topic is underdeveloped,
leading to DIFI making efforts to stimulate more research on families through initiatives such as
initiating and funding this book project.

-ENDS-

About Doha International Family Institute (DIFI)

The Doha International Family Institute (DIFl), a member of Qatar Foundation for Education,
Science and Community Development (QF), was established in 2006. The Institute works to
strengthen the family through the development and dissemination of high-quality research on
Arab families, encouraging knowledge exchange on issues relevant to the family and making the
family a priority to policy-makers through advocacy and outreach at the national, regional and
international levels. Among the Institute’s most important initiatives is the Annual Conference
on the Family; and the OSRA Research Grant in collaboration with the Qatar National Research
Fund, an annual research grant which encourages research related to the Arab family and family
policy. The Institute has special consultative status with United Nations Economic and Social
Council.

Qatar Foundation — Unlocking Human Potential

Qatar Foundation for Education, Science and Community Development (QF) is a non-profit
organization that supports Qatar on its journey to becoming a diversified and sustainable
economy. QF strives to serve the people of Qatar and beyond by providing specialized programs
across its innovation-focused ecosystem of education, science and research, and community
development.

QF was founded in 1995 by His Highness Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani, the Father Emir, and
Her Highness Sheikha Moza bint Nasser, who shared the vision to provide Qatar with quality
education. Today, QF's world-class education system offers lifelong learning opportunities to
community members as young as six months through to doctoral level, enabling graduates to
thrive in a global environment and contribute to the nation’s development.

QF is also creating a multidisciplinary innovation hub in Qatar, where homegrown researchers
are working to address local and global challenges. By promoting a culture of lifelong learning
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and fostering social engagement through programs that embody Qatari culture, QF is committed
to empowering the local community and contributing to a better world for all.

For a complete list of QF’s initiatives and projects, visit www.qf.org.qa




