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3678 9!:8;8<9t>+7?,6 @ABC=D- The first plenary session on the final day of the Doha
International Family Institute (DIFI) Conference on Family Research and Policy focused on the
role of non-governmental organisations (NGOs) in addressing the impact of wars and conflicts
on Arab families.

During the opening session, Kamel Mohanna, Founder of Amel Association International in
Lebanon, highlighted the plight of refugees in the wake of protracted conflicts. Mohanna also
emphasised the need for NGOs, first and foremost, to work towards restoring the dignity of
refugees and internally displaced people (IDP).

Tom Krift, Regional Director of Save the Children, Middle East and Eurasia stressed the
importance of partnerships between international and local NGOs: “Local partners have
stronger community knowledge; they know how it functions, what happens in that structure
and the coping mechanism of the community. Thus, we have enhanced our partner-level
approach, particularly in Syria where we now have 38 partner organisations.”

“These partnerships are extremely complementary, especially for local organisations that were
established as a direct response to the humanitarian situation in Syria. As a well-established
organisation, Save the Children, has decades of experience in responding to humanitarian issues
so we are able to assist our local partners with the necessary interventions”

Held under the theme “The Impact of Wars and Conflicts on Arab Families’, the Doha
International Family Institute (DIFI) Conference on Family Research and Policy was established
to address the family formation, the socio-economic impact of wars on families, and gender
dimensions during conflicts.
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DIFI is a pioneer international organization in the State of Qatar that supports research
programs, policies and social outreach to promote the development of Arab families. Focusing
primarily on research, DIFI supports a wide range of national, regional and international
evidence based studies pertaining to marriage, family building, women, fertility, demographics,
children, family safety, child safety, fatherhood and motherhood. DIFI comprises of two
divisions: family research division and family policy division. DIFI is a member of Qatar
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Foundation for Education, Science and Community Development and has a special consultative
status with the United Nations Economic and Social Council (UNECOSOC).
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Qatar Foundation for Education, Science, and Community Development (QF) is a private, non-
profit organization that is supporting Qatar on its journey from carbon economy to knowledge
economy by unlocking human potential, for the benefit of not only Qatar, but the world.

Founded in 1995 by His Highness Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani, the Father Amir, QF is
chaired by Her Highness Sheikha Moza bint Nasser.

QF’s strategic mission focuses on education, research, science and community development.
World-class universities are brought to Qatar to help create an education sector in which young
people can develop the attitudes and skills required for a knowledge economy. At the same
time, QF builds Qatar's innovation and technology capacity by developing solutions through key
sciences. QF also works to foster a progressive society while enhancing cultural life, protecting
Qatar’s heritage and addressing immediate social needs in the community.

For a complete list of QF’s initiatives and projects, please visit: http://qf.org.qa
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